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of patriotism among the Hungarians, are likely to result in the develop-
ment of a militaristic state as soon as the limiting provisions of the
peace treaties can be safely revoked. Such a state of affairs bodes ill
for the future peace of central Europe.

CLIMATE

In the winter the cold biting winds from the Russian high-pressure
area sweep over the Carpathians and frequently bury the Hungarian
plain under a blanket of snow. They lock the earth tight with a pad-
lock of frost, and so freeze the waters of the placid Danube that navi-
gation is impossible for an average of 37 days each year. In the summer
conditions are reversed. The sun beats down mercilessly on the sweat-
ing peasant, and the heat is relieved by only occasional thunder show-
ers. With monthly means that vary from 25 degrees Fahrenheit in
January to 71 degrees Fahrenheit in July, the country has a true con-
tinental climate.

The rainfall is light, seldom exceeding 25 inches, and comes mostly
in the form of sudden showers during the spring and early summer
months. Unfortunately it is variable, so that one year the farmers'
crops may be burned up by drought, while the next year they may be
washed out by floods. Rainfall is greatest in the west, where it ranges
from 24 to 40 inches annually; it declines toward the east, where it
ranges from 16 to 28 inches.

Such a climate is more favorable for grass than for forests, so
that most of the plain is a natural steppe land. It is little wonder that
it proved attractive to the pastoral Magyars. Fortunately, also, it is
favorable for such grains as corn and wheat, and has assisted in mak-
ing Hungary an important grain-exporting country.

NATURAL REGIONS
THE GREAT ALFOLD

The Bakony Erdo, or the Bakony Forest, divides the Hungarian
plain into two major units which differ somewhat in physical and in
human development. To the west of these mountains lies the fertile
and rolling expanse of the Little Alfold, while to the east stretches the
vast expanse of flat steppe country known as the Great Alfold. Al-
though considerable portions of this plain have been assigned to
Czechoslovakia, Rumania and Yugoslavia, all of it remains ethnically